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(Image credit: g0d4ather | Shutterstock) It's important to know how to find your Windows 10 product key at a moment’s notice. Recovering after a system wipe, building a new PC for fun or just replacing a broken one — you never know when you’ll need to reinstall your copy of Windows. And since the product key is needed to utilize all of Windows
10’s features as well as receive crucial updates, placing it in a secure location for later use is wise. If you do happen to misplace your Windows 10 product key, don’t worry. The physical key isn’t actually needed thanks to a Command Prompt; with a few clicks here and there, you’ll be able to pull up the missing key on your PC. Take a look at our
guide below as it explains the step-by-step process.Note that the following instructions are for people who either purchased a physical copy of Windows 10 or bought the digital version through an authorized reseller. If you purchased a digital copy via the Microsoft Store, then Windows 10 is connected to your Microsoft account. All you’d have to do is
log into Microsoft after reinstalling Windows 10 to get back up to speed. If you bought a computer with Windows 10 already installed, like a Microsoft Surface, the product key is baked into the firmware and cannot be pulled up. 1. Click the Windows search box and type in Command Prompt.(Image credit: Kenneth Seward Jr. | Future)2. Once the
Command Prompt entry pops up, right click that option and select “Run as administrator." Click ‘Yes’ when prompted.(Image credit: Kenneth Seward Jr. | Future)3. Once the Command Prompt window opens, type or copy and paste the following command:wmic path SoftwareLicensingService get OA3xOriginalProductKey This is case-sensitive, so
make sure you copy it exactly as it’s written or it won’t work. After you’ve typed/pasted it into the Command Prompt window, press Enter.(Image credit: Kenneth Seward Jr. | Future)4. Provided you've done everything correctly, your Windows product key should appear under the command you typed in. Be sure to write it down and place it somewhere
safe. (Image credit: Kenneth Seward Jr. | Future)And there you have it. One hidden Windows 10 product key just waiting to be verified. The great thing about this method of retrieval is that it can be done at any time. Even if your PC dies you won’t have to worry because Windows 10 can run without the product key, just not a full capacity. All you’d
have to do is install Windows 10 again, use the Command Prompt to find the key and then verify it online. More Windows 10 tipsHow to encrypt files on Windows 10 | How to install Windows 10 | How to turn on Bluetooth for Windows 10 | How to screenshot on Windows 10 | How to boot into Windows 10 safe mode | How to split the screen on
Windows 10 | How to record a screen on Windows 10 | How to update drivers on Windows 10 | Mapping a network drive in Windows 10 | How to update Windows 10 | How to change the password on Windows 10 | How to factory reset on Windows 10 | How to reinstall Windows 10Today's best Standard Laptops and deals (opens in new tab) (opens in
new tab)View Deal (opens in new tab) (opens in new tab) (opens in new tab) (opens in new tab) (opens in new tab)View Deal (opens in new tab)More Windows 10 tipsMore Windows 10 tips Microsoft allows anyone to download Windows 10 for free and install it without a product key. It’ll keep working for the foreseeable future, with only a few
small cosmetic restrictions. And you can even pay to upgrade to a licensed copy of Windows 10 after you install it. Whether you want to install Windows 10 in Boot Camp, put it on an old computer that isn’t eligible for a free upgrade, or create one or more virtual machines, you don’t actually need to pay a cent. Update, 7/18/22: We’ve reviewed this
article and confirmed that it still works for the latest version of Windows 10. How to Download Windows 10 and Install it Without a Key RELATED: Where to Download Windows 10, 8.1, and 7 ISOs Legally First, you’ll need to download Windows 10. You can download it directly from Microsoft, and you don’t even need a product key to download a
copy. There’s a Windows 10 download tool that runs on Windows systems, which will help you create a USB drive to install Windows 10. If you aren’t on Windows, you can visit the Windows 10 ISO download page to download an ISO directly (say, if you’re installing Windows 10 in Boot Camp on a Mac). If you visit that page on a Windows machine, it’ll
redirect you to the download tool page instead. Just begin the installation process and install Windows 10 like you normally would. One of the first screens you’ll see will ask you to enter your product key so you can “Activate Windows.” However, you can just click the “I don’t have a product key” link at the bottom of the window and Windows will
allow you to continue the installation process. You may be asked to enter a product key later in the process, too — if you are, just look for a similar small link to skip that screen. If you don’t see this option, you can also provide a KMS client setup key to continue. These keys won’t give you an activated copy of Windows unless you’re in an organization
with a Key Management Service, but they will allow you to get through the Windows installation process. When you select this option, you’ll be able to install either “Windows 10 Home” or “Windows 10 Pro.” Bear in mind that, if you plan to pay to upgrade to the paid version later, it’ll be cheaper to upgrade to Windows 10 Home, so you may want to

install the Home version. Whatever version you choose, Windows 10 will install normally. The Cosmetic Limitations RELATED: How Does Windows Activation Work? After you’ve installed Windows 10 without a key, it won’t actually be activated. However, an unactivated version of Windows 10 doesn’t have many restrictions. With Windows XP,
Microsoft actually used Windows Genuine Advantage (WGA) to disable access to your computer. These days, Windows just complains at you in a few minor, cosmetic ways. Initially, you won’t notice a difference. Eventually, Windows will start nagging you a tiny bit. First, you’ll notice a watermark in the bottom-right corner of your screen. You’ll also
see a “Windows isn’t activated. Activate Windows now.” link at the bottom of the Settings app. This is the only form of nag you’ll see — there are no pop-up windows, for example. Second, you’ll be unable to change your desktop wallpaper and from the Personalization > Background screen in the Settings app. You’ll see a “You need to activate
Windows before you can personalize your PC” message at the top of this window, and the options for changing your wallpaper will be grayed out. You can still change your wallpaper in other ways, however. For example, you can right-click an image in File Explorer and select “Set as desktop background.” You could also open an image in the Photos
app, click the menu button, click “Set as,” and click “Set as background.” Windows 7 eventually switched you back to a black background, but Windows 10 doesn’t seem to do this. You’ll find Windows 10’s included wallpapers under the C:\Windows\Web folder in File Explorer. Aside from these basic limitations, your Windows 10 system will continue
to work forever. There are no nag prompts aside from the watermark, you’ll get all the system updates, and everything else is completely functional. The only thing that could change this is a Windows 10 update, but Microsoft has become increasingly lenient since Windows 7. How to Upgrade Windows 10 to an Activated Version With Windows 10,
you can now pay to upgrade a “non-genuine” copy of Windows to a licensed one. Open the Settings app and head to Update & Security > Activation. You’ll see a “Go to Store” button that will take you to the Windows Store if Windows isn’t licensed. In the Store, you can purchase an official Windows license that will activate your PC. The Home version
of Windows 10 costs $120, while the Pro version costs $200. This is a digital purchase, and it will immediately cause your current Windows installation to become activated. You don’t need to purchase a physical license. We installed Windows 10 Professional as an example here, so the Windows Store will only let us purchase the $200 Windows 10 Pro
license. This option may not be available in all countries. The prices here are for the US version of the Windows Store. Microsoft charges different prices in different countries and currencies. Windows 7, 8, and 8.1 worked about the same way. Microsoft just didn’t officially allow you to download Windows without a product key, and there was no way
to fully upgrade to a licensed system from within Windows. That makes this all the more tempting with Windows 10 — for example, you can install Windows 10 in Boot Camp on your Mac for free and, if you find yourself using it frequently, you can quickly pay to remove the watermark if that’s worth it for you. It’s like a free demo, and you can use it to
make all the virtual machines you like for testing purposes. Sure, the license agreement may say you’re not supposed to use it without a key, but Microsoft’s license agreements say all sorts of confusing things. Microsoft’s license agreement still forbids using the popular “OEM” copies of Windows 10 on PCs you build yourself. If Microsoft doesn’t want
people using unactivated copies of Windows 10 for extended periods of time, it can release a system update that disables this. Well, about four months ago I spilled beer on my Macbook Pro keyboard, ruining it. Thankfully only the keyboard was affected.I used the computer with an external keyboard for about three months . I eventually picked up
another keyboard from eBay for $90 (including shipping). But, of course, something had to go wrong during installation. I had to slightly bend the keyboard to install it and in the process my backspace key popped off, scissor assembly and all. In the midst of all of this I was moving into a new apartment. So I eventually ended up losing the key and
scissor assembly. The raised rubber contact was still in place though so, despite how uncomfortable it was to use, I did anyways. Not wanting to spend anymore money I just decided to make something that would work and could be replaced, because anything is better than nothing at all. This is also my first instructable so thanks for reading!I didn't
want to use regular cardboard because it didn't sit flush with the other keys on the keyboard so I used some cardboard from a Domino's box (I love cinnamon sticks...mmmm). Just make sure what you use is pretty stiff.Just cut out a rectangular piece piece of cardboard. Then trim it until it fits nicely in the backspace key space.Now just take a piece of
duct tape and cover one side and fold the edges over.All I have done here is taken small strips of cardboard and glued them on all four sides. Be sure that your cardboard pieces aren't in the way of the small metal mounting brackets for the scissor mechanism. The small rubber piece that pushed the two contacts together eventually got pulled off so
what I did was took a very small strip of duct tape and cut it into tiny little squares. I kept adding more and more and tested the key every couple of pieces. Once it feels right to you, you're done!The only thing left to do is line the key up and put it in. You can put a drop of glue of each little cardboard strip. Just be sure when you press it down it
doesn't stay down. Keep in mind this is only a temporary fix. It could last one day or forever. Thank you for reading and let me know if you have any suggestions. -edt
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